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WCSA AlumNEWS
Lester Sanderson ’47 has lived 
a life characterized by service, 
adventure, and agriculture. From 
WCSA to the Coast Guard, Exxon 
Mobil to a family farm, Sanderson’s 
adventures at home and abroad have 
kept him happily occupied.
In his second year at WCSA, 
Sanderson’s life was drastically 
altered by the coming of World War 
II in December 1941. In February 
1942, he registered for the draft. 
Sanderson was registered with the 
United States Coast Guard and called 
to enter in October. In December, 
after completing boot camp training 
at Manhattan Beach, New York, 
Sanderson received orders to report to West Palm 
Beach, Florida, where he was assigned to a patrol boat. 
There, he spent part of his time guarding an inlet at 
Palm Beach, checking boats and ships coming in off 
the Atlantic. He patrolled the East Florida coastline 
from West Palm Beach to Fort Pierce and, in 1943, 
was sent to Everglade City to patrol from Naples down 
to the Florida Keys. Sanderson was assigned to the 
Coast Guard cutter Madrona, which was stationed out 
of Miami. There, he serviced navigational buoys as 
far south as Havana, Cuba. In April 1945, Sanderson 
received orders to report to Alameda, California, to 
pick up a new ship.
Sanderson notes that it was during his train journey 
to California that German forces surrendered. He adds 
that, “by the time we got trained as a crew and partook 
in two shake down cruises, the bomb was dropped on 
Japan.” Early in 1946, Sanderson’s ship was signed to 
the Coast Guard Academy near Groton, Connecticut, 
for training new cadets. He remained on the ship until 
it was delivered in June.
Sanderson returned to WCSA in the fall of 1946 
and looked for work the following spring. A custodian 
at the school informed him of a local relative who 
hired help on his farm each spring; 
Sanderson inquired about a position 
and “ended up staying 11 years.” It 
was during this time that Sanderson 
met his future bride, Marcella 
Johnson, a nurse who had served in 
the Army Nurse Corps during WWII. 
The couple had two sons, both of 
whom were born in Morris. 
Sanderson’s employers were very 
supportive of him and his growing 
family; they built a house for him 
and his family and acted as a “third 
set of grandparents” to the boys. 
According to Sanderson, “They were 
a fine couple to work for, but one 
likes to get on [his] own.”
In 1957 he heard that Mobil Oil Corp—now Exxon 
Mobil—needed a bulk oil agent in Tyler, Minnesota; 
he applied for the job and was hired in May 1958. 
Although it required a significant amount of training, 
Sanderson enjoyed the work. “I had a lot of nice 
customers…I met many nice fellows and was a trainer 
for 20 years. [Mobil] was a fine company to work for.” 
He retired from Mobil in October 1983. 
After retiring, Sanderson travelled the world with 
his wife. In 1989, the couple journeyed to Norway and 
visited distant relatives on both sides of their families. 
Sanderson notes, “my wife could speak Norsk [sic], and 
I’m sure the trip was the highlight of her life.”
In his spare time, Sanderson has enjoyed 
woodworking and has spent much time refinishing 
and rebuilding antique furniture. He also stays busy by 
participating in church, Kiwanis, and Legion activities. 
He lives in his home, “keep[ing] up the yard in 
summer and snow in winter.” His wife is now deceased. 
Sanderson received his WCSA diploma on July 20, 
2002, in recognition of his being called to service 
before finishing his education. He also took part in  
an Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. on October 1 
and 2, 2010.
Lester Sanderson—A Life of Service, Adventure, and Agriculture
Sanderson in the 1947 Moccasin
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Director of  
Alumni Relations 
and Annual Giving
Chancellor Jacqueline 
Johnson, Vice Chancellor 
for External Relations Maddy 
Maxeiner, and I continue 
working with the WCSA alumni board to select 
the most appropriate representation of the WCSA 
and University of Minnesota, Morris eras for the 
proposed second courtyard project located behind 
the Welcome Center. Several architectural renditions 
were on display at the July 21, 2012, summer reunion.
The current proposal includes a circular motif with 
a walkway and benches placed to form a welcoming 
gathering space. A sculpture capturing the essence 
of WCSA and UMM would be the focal point at the 
center of the circle. Michael Eble, associate professor 
of studio art at Morris, has issued a Request for 
Proposals for a commissioned sculpture for the area. 
We hope to receive a number of suitable and creative 
submissions. 
The July 21, 2012, WCSA all-school reunion was 
well attended and enjoyed by all. Approximately 160 
Aggies gathered that day in the Morris Student Center 
to reminisce and reconnect. During the annual 
meeting, John Peternell ’60 and Ted Storck ’54  
were re-elected to serve a second term on the 
alumni board, and Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’61 was 
elected to her first term. Diane fills a seat vacated 
by Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, who has completed 
two consecutive three-year terms. Carol served as 
board president for several years, and we owe her a 
debt of gratitude for her exemplary service. Current 
officers of the board are President Ted Storck ’54, 
Vice President Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, Secretary Jan 
Arneson ’55, and Treasurer Wilbur Grunewald ’63.
Issues of the WCSA AlumNews continue to be available 
online for those of you who are interested in receiving 
it electronically or in viewing archived issues. You 
can access current and past issues of the publication 
at morris.umn.edu/alumni/. If you would like to 
discontinue receiving a hard copy of the AlumNews, 
please contact us.
You can call or email me anytime with questions or 
concerns, or just to say hello.  I always enjoy hearing 
from alumni and can be reached at 320-589-6394 or 
rileycj@morris.umn.edu.
Carla Riley ’85
University of Minnesota, 
Morris News Briefs
Campus Accolades
US News
U.S. News and World Report’s latest college rankings 
again list the University of Minnesota, Morris among 
the nation’s Top 10 Public Liberal Arts Colleges.  
This is the fourteenth consecutive year in which 
Morris has been included on this list. Morris was  
also ranked 161 in the top tier of the National Liberal 
Arts Colleges list.
Fiske Guide to Colleges 2013 
The University of Minnesota, Morris has been 
included in the Fiske Guide to Colleges 2013, which is 
based on a broad range of subjects including student 
body, academics, social life, financial aid, campus 
setting, housing, food, and extracurricular activities. 
Compiled by former New York Times education editor 
Edward B. Fiske, a top independent voice in college 
admissions, Fiske Guide to Colleges 2013 is a selective, 
subjective, and systematic look at more than  
300 colleges and universities in the United States, 
Canada, and Great Britain. 
U.S. Department of Energy Recognizes 
University of Minnesota, Morris Clean 
Energy Investments 
The U.S. Department of Energy released the 
second installment in the “Clean Energy in Our 
Community” video series, which features investments 
made by the University of Minnesota, Morris that are 
benefiting local residents and workers. The video was 
produced on campus by Media Services and written 
by Assistant Professor of English David Ericksen. 
Morris is working to reduce its energy waste and to 
deploy clean, renewable energy projects throughout 
the community.
Morris is nationally recognized for collegiate 
involvement in sustainability initiatives through its 
membership in the American College & University 
Presidents Climate Commitment, American Council 
of Renewable Energy, Upper Midwest Association for 
Campus Sustainability, and the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education. 
These programs have had broad impacts not only on 
the University campus, but also on the community as 
a whole. 
View the video at morris.umn.edu/sustainability.
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Greetings from the 
Alumni Association 
President
Again, the Alumni 
Board spent considerable 
time discussing the annual 
summer reunion.
There were many questions of which meals 
should be offered—if any—the bus tour, and 
keeping classes from leaving campus for their 
reunion. We also discussed how much longer 
we can afford to have these large reunions, as 
in 2013, the last class to graduate will observe 
50 years since having graduated—and we are all 
getting older. But, it was decided that no major 
changes will be made until 2014 at the earliest.  
Over the next year or two, discussions will be 
held as to just what direction we want to go and 
what changes we might want to make.
The board felt it was unfortunate that some 
classes go off campus for the entire reunion, 
or, at least, for the evening meal. The company 
that prepared our late afternoon meal this past 
July admits they did not do a good job, and they 
promised much better service and a much better 
meal in 2013. We found out, due to a union 
contract, that we can’t allow anyone else to bring 
food on to the campus. We discussed a pizza 
party or barbecue instead of a catered meal, but 
that is impossible due to the contract Morris has 
with the catering service.
We do have the upcoming winter reunions in 
Arizona and Texas, and I hope to see many of 
you there.  
Keep sending in your information, so we can 
be updated on what our classmates are doing.
If you are staying “up norte” for the winter—I 
hope you enjoy fun in the snow with fishing 
and snowmobiling. For those of us who head to 
Arizona, Texas, Florida, etc.—we plan on lots of 
fun in the sun with golfing, motorcycle riding, 
and swimming.
Ted Storck ’54, president
University of Minnesota, Morris Receives 
$1.2 Million Award from Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute
Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) has 
awarded the University of Minnesota, Morris a 
four-year, $1.2 million grant to encourage success 
in science of students from all backgrounds. HHMI 
selected 47 small undergraduate universities and 
colleges in the United States—from an initial pool of 
215 invited schools—as the recipients of grants totaling 
more than $50 million for its science education 
initiative. 
Morris’s project was funded in HHMI’s target area 
of “persistence of all students,” which encourages 
success in science for students of all backgrounds. 
The goal of these initiatives is to strengthen Morris’s 
preparation of undergraduates for careers in science, 
to increase the number of graduates continuing their 
education in graduate programs, and to develop and 
improve upon effective mentoring strategies.
Morris named 2013 
Military Friendly School 
For the second consecutive 
year, G.I. Jobs—a magazine 
for military personnel 
transitioning to civilian 
life—awarded the University 
of Minnesota, Morris the 
designation of Military 
Friendly School. The 2013 
Military Friendly Schools list 
honors the top 20 percent 
of colleges, universities, and 
trade schools that support 
American military service 
members and veterans as 
students. 
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WCSA Graduates Celebrate Their 100th Birthdays
By Cassie Hall ’13, Brookings, SD
After 80 years apart, two graduates of 
the West Central School of Agriculture 
were unexpectedly reunited just in time to 
celebrate their 100th birthdays.
Christel Blank Guiles ’33 and Iola 
Maanum Stark ’32 met in 1929 when they 
attended WCSA. After Stark graduated, 
the two had no contact until they 
both moved into Bethel Manor H2 in 
Alexandria. Upon reuniting and renewing 
their friendship, they learned that their 
birthdays were five days apart, and that 
both would turn 100 years old in  
December 2011.
Both women are thankful for this  
fortunate coincidence—a chance to  
rekindle their friendship in time for this  
monumental milestone.
Christel’s photo, near right, from 
the 1933 Moccasin, is printed with 
the quote, “A smile for everyone she 
meets.” Iola’s photo, far right, from 
the 1932 Moccasin, bears the quotation, 
“Her ways are ways of pleasantness,  
Her paths are paths of peace.”
WCSA Alumni Garden Planting
Located in front of the Education building, the WCSA Alumni 
Garden is a gift to the Morris campus from the WCSA Alumni 
Association. Each spring alumni return to help current students 
plant the beautifully designed flower garden, which surrounds a 
memorial to the WCSA students and alumni who served in  
World War I, World War II, the Korean Conflict, and the  
Viet Nam Conflict. 
Back row, L-R: Hanna Hudson, Laura Yourd, Jessica Zabel, Kelsey 
Draper, Daniel Fossen, Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, Gail Stillwell  
Boe UMM ’77, Janice Berg Arneson ’59, Jim Dewey ’54, David 
Arneson ’55. Front row, L-R: Sia Moua, Donna Mecklenburg ’58.
New WCSA Alumni 
Board Members and 
Officers 
During the annual meeting of the 
WCSA Alumni Association  
at the 2012 All-School Reunion,  
Ted Storck ’54 and John Peternell ’60 
were re-elected to serve a second-
term on the board. Diane Jerpseth 
Madsen ’62 was elected to a first 
term.
Diane fills a seat vacated by 
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60, who has 
completed two consecutive three-
year terms. Carol served as board 
president for several years, and the 
WCSA Alumni Association thanks 
her for her years of service.
Current officers are President 
Ted Storck ’54, Vice President Eldon 
“Tex” Larson ’55, Secretary Janice 
Berg Arneson ’55, and Treasurer 
Wilbur Grunewald ’63. 
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The Circle Letter Ends
Dolly Petersen Peterson, Lois Pedersen Brown, 
Lorraine Johannsen Nietzel, Ruth Libbon, Signora 
Brustuen Byre, Ione Mulvanny Seifer, and Audrey 
Jorgensen Bedsted–“the girls from the Home 
Management House”–remained close after graduating 
from WCSA in the spring of 1939. So close, in fact, 
that they stayed in touch through a “Circle Letter” for 
72 years. 
The women exchanged correspondence amongst 
themselves, which Bedsted refers to as “the Circle 
Letter.” Some of the original contributors fell out of 
the circle while new members joined, but the letters 
continued to circulate. 
Bedsted writes that she thought the idea “was very 
unique”—something she “looked forward to from 
month to month or whenever it arrived. My living in 
California kept me in touch with those dear friends.”
Four of the women continued to write until 2006. 
“We were still four, living and writing our letters,” 
notes Bedsted. Sadly, with Brown’s passing in 2006, 
Johannsen’s in January 2011, and Peterson’s death on 
August 2, 2012—five days prior to her 94th birthday—
the “Circle Letter” has since come to an end.
Bedsted has not lost hope of reconnecting with her 
former classmates, however, and adds that she “would 
enjoy hearing from anyone from the class of ’39.” She 
celebrated her 90th birthday in May, and her husband, 
Earl—who attended WCSA for one year—celebrated his 
90th birthday in July. The two live in Arroyo Grande, 
California.
In Loving Memory:  
“Les” Lindor
Leslie “Les” Kenneth 
Lindor, son of Albin 
and Elizabeth Klabunde 
Lindor was born in 
Cyrus on April 14, 
1920. He graduated 
from West Central 
School of Agriculture 
in 1938. Lindor 
received his bachelor’s 
degree in agricultural 
engineering in 1942 and 
his master’s degree in 1959 from the University of 
Minnesota. After his schooling, Lindor worked for 
several engineering firms in Minnesota, Pennsylvania, 
and Texas. In 1947, he returned to Cyrus, where 
he farmed and taught at West Central School of 
Agriculture. While teaching, Lindor met Virginia A. 
Wempner, and the two were united in marriage on 
June 28, 1952. The couple raised two children. The 
family spent a year in the Philippines, where Lindor 
worked for the International Cooperative Association. 
They later lived in Morris, where Lindor continued 
to work at the University until retiring in 1987. He 
farmed in partnership with his brothers throughout 
his life. 
Lindor enjoyed softball and was well known in the 
area for his fast pitch. He was heavily involved in the 
community and served on many boards and councils, 
including hospital, school, church, and other 
community organizations. Lindor was very committed 
to his work and family.
Lindor died on Thursday, September 13, 2012 
at West Wind Village in Morris at the age of 92. He 
is survived by one son, Keith Lindor (Noralane), 
Paradise Valley, Arizona; one daughter, Laurie 
Lindor (Michael Miles), Victoria; two brothers, 
Donald Lindor (Lorraine), Morris, and Kenneth 
Lindor, Cyrus; two sisters, Lois Bailey, Renville, and 
Darlene Kringen, Yakima, Washington; and four 
grandchildren, Carl Lindor, Minneapolis, Rachel 
Lindor, Paradise Valley, Arizona, Christina Miles, 
Kingston, New York, and Bethany Miles, Saint 
Paul. He is preceded in death by his wife, Virginia; 
his parents; two sisters, Evelyn Lindor and Ione 
Amundson; and one brother, Ray Lindor.
Above: “C. Amundson, D. Petersen, and  
A. Jorgenson,” taking the setting of a table very 
seriously in the 1938 Moccasin. 
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2012 All-School Reunion Scrapbook
Go Aggies!
Mark your calen
dar for the  
2013  WCSA All-Sc
hool Reunion  
on Saturday, Jul
y 20, 2013!
Class of 1947
Front row: LaVerne Newhaus, Charlotte Davenport Wrigley, Ruth 
Fischer Zimmerman, Ila Mae Hormann Hervey, Avanelle Miller 
Gray. Back row: Robert Klingbile, Lester Sanderson, Ardelle 
Norman Rohloff, Rev. Omar Nelson, George Murphy, Violet 
Koosman Dilly, Lois Hennen Johnson, Virene Brunkow Olson
The Class of 1960 celebrated their 70th birthdays together.
Class of 1957
Jan Olson Danger, Barb Krieg Schoon, 
and Sherry Bergeland Johnson,  
members of the Class of 1962
Kenwood Rund ’60, Russ Erlandson ’54, 
and Leo Jorschumb ’42
Betty Kennel Peterson ’42 and  
Kathy Peterson
Murray McIntyre, Chuck Harris ’62, Jim Frederick ’62, and 
Dick Walvatne ’62
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WCSA Winter Gatherings 
in Warm Places
Whether you are a year-round resident of 
Texas or Arizona, a vacationer in the Southwest, 
or a winter snowbird, you are invited to attend 
these West Central School of Agriculture Alumni 
Association warm-weather get-togethers.
Arizona
The Arizona WCSA All-School Winter 
Reunion is planned for Monday, February 11, 
2013. Gather at 12 p.m. for conversation and  
a meal at the ViewPoint RV and Golf Resort  
in Mesa, Arizona. All are welcome. To make  
your reservation, contact Ardean Hauschild 
(azdlph@gmail.com or 480-373-1444) or  
Ted Storck ’54 (arizonated@cox.net or  
623-266-4995). If you make a reservation, 
please attend, as the resort will charge for all 
reservations. Directions: From US 60, exit on 
Soussaman Road, north about three miles to 
University; right on University; and left on 
Hawes Road. The resort—8350 East University 
Drive—is on Hawes Road.
Texas
WCSA alumni and guests are also invited to 
gather for an informal Winter Texan Gathering 
at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, February 20, 2013, 
at Gatti’s in McAllen, Texas. No need to RSVP—
just mark your calendars and join the fun! For 
more information, call the Office of Alumni 
Relations and Annual Giving at 320-589-6066. 
Gatti’s is located at 4100 North Second Street, 
McAllen, Texas.
Class of ’54 and ’55
The Class of 1954 and 1955 Winter Reunion 
is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, February 17, 
2013. For more information, please contact  
Ted Storck ’54 at arizonated@cox.net or call 
623-266-4995 after January 1, 2013.
Class Notes
Myrtle H. Imes Krogstad ’31, Starbuck, passed away 
February 23, 2012. 
Vernon Baldry ’34 passed away January 12, 2012, 
from a stroke. He was 94 years old and was still out on 
his farm. Vernon stayed active in the operation into 
his 80s and kept up with the yard work into his 90s. 
Survivors include his wife, Roselle, son; daughter-in-
law; daughter; and granddaughter.
Johannes Enestvedt ’34, Sacred Heart, passed away 
May 2012. He was preceded in death by one month by 
his wife, Iona “Sis,” and his brother. He is survived 
by his four children, many grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, and his brother Bert Enestvedt ’34.
Evelyn A. Olson Lende ’34, Dawson, passed away 
April 2011. According to her obituary, she graduated 
from beauty school in Minneapolis after her years 
at WCSA. She married Reid Lende, and they made 
their home in Dawson, where she had her own beauty 
shop and was active in the Presbyterian church. She 
is survived by two sons, four grandchildren, and nine 
great-grandchildren. She is predeceased by Reid.
Dolly Petersen Peterson ’39, Canby, passed away 
August 2012. She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Harlan, and a daughter. She is survived by 
her three children as well as several grandchildren 
and “greats.” Funeral services were at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church in Canby.
Pearl Bosshardt Huggett ’42, Independence, 
Missouri, passed away May 2012. According to her 
obituary, she “held an active supportive role in [her 
husband Ray’s] ministry until their retirement. Pearl 
was an accomplished teacher, leader, and singer in the 
church.” She is survived by her husband and daughter. 
Pearl was a cousin to the Baldrys of Wheaton.
Ellen Ann Dehlin, wife of Lester Dehlin ’46, 
Alexandria, passed away July 2012. 
Catherine Bruemmer Wendt ’46, Pasadena, 
California, passed away August 2011. She is 
predeceased by husband Wallace ’42.
page 8
Howard W. Staples ’47, Chokio, passed away May 2012. 
Howard farmed in Synnes Township until the mid-
80s, but continued to help his nephew with farm work 
until right before his death. Survivors include wife 
Joanne, children, grandchildren, one great grandchild, 
and siblings, including Robert ’47.
Ruth Ione Brevig West ’49, Fort Myers, Florida, 
passed away May 2012. According to her obituary,  
she is survived by three daughters, son Omar Metaweh 
UMM ’78, sister Dagny Brevig Schwendemann ’51, 
brother Andrew Brevig ’46, five grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren. She is preceded in death 
by a sister, Adeline Foss; a grandson; and her second 
husband, Jack West.
Eugene G. Hippen ’52, Murdock, passed away 
September 2012.
Joseph Dewane ’56, Villa Park, Illinois, passed away 
July 2012.
Gordon Knapp ’57, of rural Ottertail and formerly 
of Foxhome, passed away Monday, October 1, 2012,  
at his home. He and his wife, Rosalie, farmed, owned, 
and operated Knapp Seed Farm since 1962. He also 
owned an airplane and was an aviator for 15 years. 
Survivors include his wife, Rosalie; three children; 
nine grandchildren; and four great grandchildren. 
Loyal Larsen ’57, Fergus Falls, writes that he couldn’t 
make it to this year’s reunion because of a family 
reunion. “Still farming our small farm. Have gone 
to Haiti for 2 to 4 weeks for the last 6 years to help 
drill wells. Not a nice place to live. We have done 
some traveling, hope to do more. Our last grandchild 
graduated in May. No one married yet.” He invites 
visitors, writing, “coffee is always on.”
Rev. Lowell Odell Lundstrom ’57, Savage, “founder of 
Lowell Lundstrom Ministries and Celebration Church, 
went home to heaven on July 20, 2012, after a long, 
courageous battle with Parkinson’s. Lowell is preceded 
in death by his wife, Connie Joyce Lundstrom, who 
went home to heaven on December 13, 2011. Pastor 
Lowell Lundstrom is survived by his four children, 
Rev. Londa Lundstrom Ramsey (Rev. Brent), Lisa 
Lundstrom, L.J. (Kimberly), and Lance (Paola); five 
beloved grandchildren, and two step-grandchildren, 
Chase, Conor, Grace, Reagan, Lowell “Zeke,” Haley, 
and Zach; and other living family and dear friends. 
Lowell, a world-renowned evangelist, spent 55 years 
in ministry with his wife and family. Lowell, born in 
Minneapolis, founded Celebration Church in Lakeville 
in 1996.”  (Obituary in Minneapolis Star Tribune)
Philip E. Scott ’57, Lehigh, Iowa, passed away at age 81 
in June 2011. 
Denis C. Dailey ’58, Saint Paul, died May 2012. 
Following WCSA graduation, he went on to graduate 
from Macalaster College. His obituary states that,  
“in addition to a full career in real estate, agriculture-
related enterprises, and the Minnesota Department  
of Natural Resources, Denis always had interesting  
side interests–conducting genealogical research,  
raising sheep, operating an apiary, playing piano, 
working on antique cars and tractors, participating 
actively in politics, preparing homemade meals for 
large groups, traveling the world, and reading…” 
Survivors include wife Beverly, one daughter, one son, 
three grandchildren, and two brothers—Larry ’59, 
Thomas ’61—and two sisters.
Gary Erlandson ’58, Wendell, passed away on April 
29, 2011. He is survived by his wife, Barbara; three 
children; two granddaughters; and three brothers—
Arlan ’51, Russell ’54 (Carol Dewey ’55), and 
Marcus ’57. He was preceded in death by one son.
Above: Floyd Rossel ’44 and Myrta visited the Alumni 
Relations offices this fall on their way from their home 
in South Dakota, to a visit with Floyd’s first-year WCSA 
roommate in Fergus Falls.
page 9
“This Starbuck farm boy came to WCSA to register 
in July of 1955. Ron’s father, Arnold, was a three-year 
WCSA graduate in 1928. In 1955, he picked up his 
son Ron, who helped his mother on the farm, only 
because Arnold was stricken with polio in 1948 and was 
totally paralyzed, living in a home next to the Glenwood 
Hospital about twelve miles from the Stoen farm.
Arnold did not let the polio keep him down, and 
his mind was 100%. He invented several things like the 
Stoen Lift, which is still used today in hospitals and 
nursing homes. He used the money he made from his 
patents to help pay back the polio fund, as he spent 
several years in the university and Swedish hospitals. 
When Ron’s father felt better in the early 1950s, he 
called around and found an old Buick Hearse, which 
he revamped to allow his wheel chair to fit down in a 
channel so he was low enough to see out of the windows. 
After that proved to work he bought a 1950 Ford panel 
half ton. He had ramps made to wheel his wheel chair 
in to the van, and his wheel chair was able to be fit into 
similar channels. The back of his chair was adjustable, 
so after he got in the van he would put his chair back up 
in an upright position.
Arnold hired a retired driver and drove around to 
several farms selling seed, feed, corn cribs, and the 
list goes on. It was at that time when Arnold told me, 
‘I think you would like Ag (WCSA) School,’ and after 
telling me all about it, I said we can go over to Morris 
and get enrolled. I was totally thrilled as I lived close 
enough to Morris where I could still help on the farm 
and six months of school would fit right in.
As we drove around the Morris campus, several 
changes had been made since Arnold had graduated 
in ’28, but we found Edson Hall. My dad told me 
to go in and find Mr. Edson, and tell him that my 
father would like to visit with him again after almost 
25 years. So as a young boy kind of shaking in my 
boots, I walked into Edson Hall and I asked where I 
could find Superintendent Edson’s office. I walked 
in, introduced myself, and he stood up about six feet 
tall, dark-rimmed glasses, and asked if he could help 
me. I said I came to enroll for classes for 1955. He 
said, ‘I’m sorry, but the deadline for enrolling has 
passed and we have the biggest enrollment in years.’ 
I could have cried. Then I said to him, ‘I would like 
to bring you out to meet someone.’ When he saw my 
father, they reminisced for a good hour. When we were 
getting ready to leave, Mr. Edson looked at me and said, 
“follow me in, Ron, and I will get you enrolled.” This 
made my day. I never regretted going to WCSA. My 
father passed away Christmas Day 1960. Two years after 
I graduated.
Just a short note about Ralston Gunvalson. He was 
Spooner Hall preceptor in the 1950s. When I grew up 
he lived by a little village called New Prairie, which is 
east of Cyrus only three miles from me. Today he lives 
only three miles from me on Lake Rachel, Douglas 
County. He built his own house on the northeast shore 
of Lake Rachel, and his home is also a museum. He 
enjoys visitors, and his phone number is not listed, but 
he can be found on the dead-end road going north of 
public access. I enjoyed the last alumni newsletter and 
thought this could add to the list of news items.”
Memories from Ron Stoen ’58
At right: Koehl siblings  
Jake ’50, Marilyn Banwart ’53, 
Becky Banwart ’55, Charlotte 
Werpy ’62, and Arnold ’59 made 
a special showing at the 2012 
All School Reunion, joined by 
Arnold’s wife, Sharon Sauder 
Koehl. They remember their late 
brother, Doug ’51.
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Former WCSA Business Manager Karl Bornhoft 
passed away Wednesday, February 9, 2011, in Aftenro 
Home, Duluth. Karl was 83 years old. He served his 
country in the United States Navy during World War 
II, and graduated from Minnesota State University, 
Mankato with a bachelor’s degree in 1951 and a master’s 
degree in 1954—both in education. Bornhoft was 
employed as a business manager by the University of 
Minnesota, Morris for 12 years and the University 
of Minnesota, Crookston (UMC) for more than 34. 
He retired from Crookston in 1990. Bornhoft was 
united in marriage to Alice Page on June 19, 1962. 
He was preceded in death by his parents; wife of 35 
years, Alice; two brothers; and one sister. Bornhoft 
is survived by his daughter, Jana Whiting (Matt); son, 
Reid (Kari); and six grandchildren. 
The following tribute was submitted by one of his 
friends and former students, Thomas Dailey ’61:
“In addition to being the business manager of WCSA 
for [more than six] years, and also a teacher of several 
business courses, Karl was the coach of the Aggie boys 
swimming team, of which I was a member for 3 years…
Those days, few Minnesota high schools outside of the 
Twin Cities had either swimming pools or swimming 
teams for us to compete with, so Karl worked hard for 
us to have meets. 
Karl was a great swimmer, tireless, and I pressed him 
about his experience. It took a while and a friendship 
cultivated on the many weekends that I remained on 
campus in the winter for the full story to come out. 
Karl had fibbed about his age and enlisted in the 
Navy in the final year of WWII. He was posted to the 
Solomon Islands (I think) in some support function 
for the U.S. and Australian marines who held those 
while the main Allied war effort moved north to the 
Philippines, etc. Apparently, military work duties 
for Karl and his mates on those steamy islands were 
occasionally slow enough for the conjured recreation 
of ‘races’ swum [sic] in open ocean for distances of up 
to 20 miles, to some remote atoll and back—in shark 
infested waters, with the losers to buy the beer!
Few knew that Karl had a deep base singing voice, 
but I clearly recall a mixed faculty and quartet in 
which, at the WCSA Christmas Concert in 1957 or ’58, 
he beautifully sang with David Thomas, Kay Lund, 
and Betty Johnson the carol “Lo How a Rose ’Ere 
Blooming” as the opening concert piece, after the lights 
had been lowered in the old gym, which was packed with 
people, as usual for those 
great concerts. 
I have other recollections 
of Karl—including a prank 
that I pulled on him many 
years after he and I had both 
left WCSA. After I graduated 
from high school and college 
and did a four-year stint in 
the Air Force, I obtained my 
law degree from Syracuse 
University in upstate New 
York. My first job was with 
a large law firm in Saint 
Paul, which ‘loaned’ me to 
the legislative bill drafting 
office of the Revisor of Statutes during the 1972-73 
legislative session. One of the bills on which I was 
assigned to work dealt with biennial appropriations 
for the University of Minnesota, which covered all 
campuses… I noted that the appropriation requested by 
UMC had been compiled by Karl Bornhoft, its business 
manager. So I dialed him on the intrastate WATTS line 
(remember those?) and, when he answered, didn’t give 
him my name—just that I was calling from the Revisor’s 
Office about his appropriation request. He couldn’t 
have been nicer or more attentive—perhaps borderline 
obsequious—even after I told him somewhat gruffly that 
“some of these numbers look pretty inflated to me and 
might run into resistance.” He pressed me for specifics, 
while I had a hard time not laughing… I told him that 
would not be necessary because this was a prank call—
and who I was—and that I really just wanted to enliven 
his day and say ‘hello.’ We hadn’t spoken since 1960,  
so had much to catch up on and had a nice visit...
I have long considered Karl Bornhoft to be one  
of the most interesting people I ever met, and a  
good mentor.”
Mentor and Friend Karl Bornhoft Missed by Former Student
Above: The 1958–59 Aggies swim team. The author of 
the reminiscence above, Thomas Daily ’61, is shown on 
the far left in the back row.
Bornhoft
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WCSA Calendar of Events
Monday, February 11, 2013
Arizona Reunion, 12 p.m.
Wednesday, February 20, 2013
Texas Reunion, 11:30 a.m.
Friday, May 24, 2013
WCSA Garden Planting, 10 a.m.
Board meeting,  
immediately following garden planting
Friday, July 12, 2013 
WCROC Summer Center Day 
Saturday, July 20, 2013
WCSA Summer Reunion 
Thursday, July 25, 2013
WCROC Horticulture Night,  5-9 p.m.
Class News
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so please send 
us your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call, or 
send us an email about your careers, families, travels, 
hobbies, activities and WCSA memories. We will 
include your news in the next AlumnNEWS issue. The 
deadline for submission is April 1, 2013.
Funding for AlumNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank you to those 
who have given in the past—we appreciate your support! 
Checks to fund AlumNEWS can be made payable to the 
University of Minnesota, Morris and sent to the address 
at right.
WCSA Webpage and Online Issues
The WCSA AlumNEWS is available online for those 
interested in electronically receiving it. If you would 
prefer to access the newsletter exclusively online, please 
contact us to request that your name be removed from 
the conventional mailing list. The newsletter, photos, 
and a history of the WCSA can be found on the WCSA 
website at morris.umn.edu/WCSA.
AlumNEWS is produced by the Office of External 
Relations. It is available in alternative formats 
 upon request. Class news, donations, comments, 
corrections, and questions may be directed to:
Carla Riley ’85
Director of Alumni Relations and Annual Giving
University of Minnesota, Morris
Welcome Center
600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6394 or rileycj@morris.umn.edu
Welcome to Jenna Ray
We are happy to 
welcome Jenna Reiser  
Ray ’10 as the newest 
member of our team! She 
joins us as the new writer 
and editor in the Office of 
University Relations.
Jenna comes to us 
with numerous accolades 
and accomplishments, 
not least of which is the 
University of Minnesota, Morris 2010 Outstanding 
English Major Award. In addition to her major in 
English, Jenna has a theatre arts major and an area 
of concentration in multicultural studies. For the 
past two years, she has been working in the Twin 
Cities area, where she has devoted much of her time 
to serving nonprofit organizations.
Jenna brings us excellent writing, research, and 
interpersonal skills, and we are exited to see the 
new directions she takes our publications and news. 
Please join us in warmly welcoming her to our staff!
Ray 
Above: Lounge in Senior Hall, circa 1934
WCSA Alumni Association 
Board of Directors
Ted Storck ’54, president
19176 North Cathedral Point Court
Surprise, Arizona 85387-8249
623-266-4995
arizonated@cox.net
Eldon “Tex” Larson ’55, vice president
2595 330th Avenue
Rothsay, Minnesota 56579-9209
218-867-2674
Janice Berg Arneson ’55, secretary
25587 Nordic Point Drive
Glenwood, Minnesota 56334-3393
320-239-4491
Wilbur Grunwald ’63, treasurer
9833 Oakland Avenue South
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55420-5052
952-881-3809
James Dewey ’54
707 West Stanton Avenue
Fergus Falls, Minnesota 56537-2511
218-736-4843
Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, South Dakota 57201-9400
605-753-1645
Kay Noble Mariotti ’58
7344 Howard Lane
Eden Prairie, Minnesota 55346-3033
949-394-4570
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, Minnesota 56267-1859
320-585-1935
John Peternell ’60
35747 County Road 10
Albany, Minnesota 56307-9395
320-845-2334
Legislative Interface  
and Fund Raising Committee
Les Bensch ’59, chair
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, Minnesota 56309
218-747-2121
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Sheep, cattle, and pigs were among the many visitors to campus at the 
2012 Pride of the Prairie Farmers Market in September. The campus 
enjoyed a return to its agricultural roots as its students interacted with 
the animals on the mall and purchased food items from local farmers. 
Photo by Nina Downer ’15, Buffalo.
